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To Our Fellow Marylanders:

As an independent state agency, the Council must report each year to the Governor and the Maryland General
Assembly on its activities and grant expenditures. We are pleased to share with you the Rural Maryland Council's
Fiscal Year 2021Annual Report. The State’s Fiscal Year began on July 1, 2020 and ended on June 30, 2021. This report
documents the grant expenditures as well as the activities of the Council during this time.

This fiscal year was very important to the Rural Maryland Council, as it marked the 25th Anniversary of the RMC. In
1994, Governor William Donald Schaefer signed an executive order designating a "rural development council." The
following year, the council organized itself as the “FORVM for Rural Maryland” and was permanently established by an
act of the state legislature in 1995. Today - 25 years later - renamed the Rural Maryland Council (RMC), it continues to
champion the causes of rural Marylanders while emphasizing the importance of working with suburban and urban
communities to create a stronger, united Maryland.

Thanks to the support of Governor Hogan and the Maryland General Assembly, the Rural Maryland Council received
full funding of the Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund in the amount of $6,160,575 in the Fiscal Year 2021
State’s Operating Budget. Along with the Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural Development Assistance Fund
which received an additional $158,650. These programs are investing in our state’s rural communities, creating
economic opportunities and improving the quality of life. A full list of grant awards is included within this report.

In Fiscal Year 2021, the Council received 179 grant applications requesting $14,679,005 in funding. Overall, the Council
expended the following:

o $1,950,820 for the State's five regional councils

o $848,311 for RMPIF Infrastructure projects
$892,134 for RMPIF Entrepreneurship projects
$923,898 for RMPIF Health Care projects
$669,015 for RMPIF-funded MAERDAF projects
$158,316 for MAERDAF projects

The RMC expended $438,617.45 for operational expenses with the majority of funds ($344,014.90) expended for
salaries, wages and benefits for the four RMC staff members.

/P Rural Maryland Council

0O O 0 ©°

Looking Ahead

While the RMC had a successful 2021 fiscal year, there are many great plans for the upcoming 2022 fiscal year. One
of which will be the biennial Rural Summit. This years theme will be “Redefining Resilience and Recovery”.
Throughout the pandemic, rural communities remained resilient, with farmers and farm workers continuing to work
everyday to assure that the nation would be provided with food, and many small rural businesses and services
adapted to the pandemic changes to continue to operate.

Another exciting project for the upcoming year, is the RMC's partnership with the Regional Economic Studies
Institute (RESI), located out of Towson University. RESI will conduct an economic impact analysis of the RMC'S grant
programs across the state of Maryland.

As always, everyone is welcome to join us at our meetings and gatherings whether in person or virtually. Thanks for all

that you do to help us meet our vision of the future where all of Rural Maryland is prosperous with thriving resources,
vibrant economies and healthy connected communities!

For our continued success,

== L,

John Hartline Charlotte Davis
RMC Chair Executive Director

For more information, visit RMC's website at www.rural.maryland.gov
50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401 410.841.5772
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Executive Board Members

RMC Officers

Chair - John Hartline, Executive Director of Tri County Council
for Southern Maryland

RMC Second Vice-Chair- Chris Benzing, Executive Director of
the Maryland Rural Development Corporation

First Vice-Chair - Greg Padgham, Executive Director of
Tri-County Council for the Lower Eastern Shore of Maryland

Executive Commitiee

Joint Planning and Development Committee - Mike Thielke,
Executive Director of Eastern Shore Entrepreneurship Center
RMC Legislative Committee - Lindsay Thompson - Thompson
Ag Consulting

RMC Agriculture Committee - Matthew Teffeau, Government
Affairs Manager of Choptank of Electric Cooperative

RMPIF Chair - Susan O'Neill, Executive Director of Upper
Shore Regional Council

Representing Rural Maryland Foundation- Daniel Rider,
,Maryland Forest Program Director of Maryland Department
of Natural Resources

Immediate Past Chair - Scott Warner, Executive Director of
Mid-Shore Regional Council

University of Maryland Eastern Shore - Dr. Heidi Anderson,
President of University of Maryland Eastern Shore

RMC Executive Board
Districts

Representing District 1 (Garrett, Allegany and Washington
Counties) - Leslie Hart, Washington County Economic
Development

Representing District 2 (Frederick, Carroll and Harford
Counties) - Elizabeth Chung, Asian American Center of
Frederick

Representing District 3 (Charles, Calvert, and St. Mary's
Counties) - Chris Kaselemis, -St. Mary's County Office
Department of Economic Development

Representing District 4 (Cecil, Kent and Queen Anne’s
Counties) - Sam Shoge, Kent County Economic Development
Representing District 5 (Caroline, Dorchester, and Talbot
Counties) Debbie Bowden, Caroline County Economic
Development

Representing District 6 ( Wicomico, Worchester and Somerset
Counties) - Matt Holloway ,Quantico Creek Sod Farm and
Baywater Farm

Representing For Profit Organizations - Renee Sheehy,
Delmarva Power

Representing State At-Large - Bill Valentine, Retired Allegany
County Commissioner

Representing Maryland House of Delegates

The Honorable Mike McKay - Delegate
The Honorable Sheree Sample-Hughes - Delegate
The Honorable Brian Crosby - Delegate

Representing Maryland Senate

The Honorable George Edwards - Senator
The Honorable Douglas Peters - Senator
The Honorable Katie Fry Hester - Senator

Members

Representing the Maryland Association of Counties Jack Wilson,
Board of Commissioners, Queen Anne’s County -

Wilbur Levengood, Board of Commissioners, Caroline County
Representing the Governor's Office - Ryan Snow, Office of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Representing Maryland Department of Commerce

Elizabeth Carven, Regional Growth, and Retention
Representing Maryland Department of Housing and Community
Development - Cindy Stone, Department of Housing and
Community Development

Representing University of Maryland Extension - James Hanson,
University of Maryland Extension

Representing Western Maryland Resource Conservation and
Development Council - Craig Hartsock, Western Maryland
Resource Conservation and Development Council

Representing Maryland Association of Community Action
Agencies - Santo Grande, Maryland Association of Community
Action Agencies

Representing Delmarva Poultry Industry - Holly Porter,
Delmarva Poultry Industry

Representing Special Appointment - Steve McHenry, Maryland
Agricultural & Resource-Based Industry Development
Corporation (MARBIDCO)

Representing Maryland Department of Agriculture- Cassie Shirk
Maryland Department of Agriculture

Representing Maryland Department of Natural Resources -
Bunky Luffman, Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Representing Tri-County Council for Western Maryland

Leanne Mazer, Tri-County Council for Western Maryland
Representing Maryland Forest Association -Beth Hill, Maryland
Forests Association

Representing Maryland Association of Public Library
Administration - John Venditta, Maryland Association of Public
Library Administration

Representing the Maryland Municipal League - John Kinnaird,
Mayor, Town of Thurmont and Jamie Windon, Commissioner,
Talbot County

RMC Staff

Executive Director - Charlotte Davis

Program Administrator - Megan D'Arcy
Program Coordinator - Dakota Matthews
Administrative Assistant - Amanda Clevenger
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https://www.mrdc.net/
https://www.mrdc.net/
http://www.lowershore.org/
https://ventureahead.org/
https://ventureahead.org/
https://www.choptankelectric.coop/
https://usrcmd.org/
https://www.midshore.org/index
https://www.midshore.org/index
https://www.umes.edu/home/
http://www.marbidco.org/

Serving Rural Communities

In 1994, the Rural Maryland Council was initiated by the Governor as the Maryland Rural Development Council
(Executive Order 01.01.1994.14) and then codified by statute in 1995 as the FORVUM for Rural Maryland. In July 2003
the FORVM restructured as the Rural Maryland Council.

Our MISSION is to bring together citizens, community-based organizations, federal, state, county and municipal
government officials as well as representatives of the for-profit and nonprofit sectors to collectively address the
needs of rural Maryland. The RMC is an independent state agency located within the Maryland Department of
Agriculture. We provide a venue for members of agriculture and natural resource-based industries, health care
facilities, educational institutions, businesses, economic and community development organizations, nonprofit
entities and government agencies to cross traditional boundaries, share information and address in a holistic way
the special needs and opportunities in rural Maryland.

Our VISION is a future where all of Rural Maryland is prosperous with thriving resources, vibrant economies and
healthy connected communities.

Our Goals

¢ Encourage healthy, connected communities throughout Rural Maryland through the convening of stakeholders, education, public
relations and advocacy.

e Support the development and growth of vibrant economies in rural Maryland and foster stewardship of Maryland’s
natural resources

¢ Maximize RMC outreach, resources and mission through financial and organizational development

What is Rural

Rural jurisdictions share common characteristics that set them apart from their suburban and urban counterparts,
such as geographic isolation, lack of transportation, and lack of access to and availability of health care. The state
definition of rural is articulated in the Annotated Code of Maryland and includes 18 of the 24 jurisdictions in
Maryland. Each is represented on the Rural Maryland Council.

Updated Territory Map

The RMC recently updated its territory map. The data layers in this application can be used to view the rural, semi-
rural, suburban, and urban areas in Maryland. In the future, there is hopes of integrating the RMC grants into the
interactive map, allowing viewers to see the effectiveness of the RMC grants across the state

Service Territory

State Statute designates the
following counties as rural:
Allegany, Calvert, Caroline,
Carroll, Cecil, Charles,
Dorchester, Frederick,
Garrett, Harford, Kent, Queen
Anne’s, Somerset, St. Mary's,
Talbot, Washington,
Wicomico, and Worcester



https://rural.maryland.gov/the-rural-maryland-council/rmpifstatecode2-207-2014-07-01-2/

Rural Maryland Outlook is an interactive

S ey dashboard that is designed to showcase key

: * demographics for each of the State's 18

: ‘L designated rural communities as well as the six
rural regions to communicate to policy and

T lawmakers on how rural regions in Maryland

— are doing individually both currently and

overtime.
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Visit this dashboard at rural. maryland.gov.

COVID-19 Impact

The RMC, along with the rest of Maryland, has continued to feel the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. This has
affected the many outreach events that the RMC would normally attend, as well as project site visits to our past
RMPIF and MAERDAF awardees. Additionally, the RMC would also host and attend a value-added conference, as well
as issue forums to educate the public about the issues currently facing rural Maryland. While COVID put a halt to our
many in-person events, we have still managed to stay virtually connected throughout these times and have
effectively continued to serve rural Maryland. This included hosting our annual Rural Maryland Day during the
legislative session, hosting an outdoors grab and go lunch for the legislators, and many zoom calls and virtual
meetings. While the RMC has adapted accordingly to the pandemic, we hope to be back in person for 2022.

Addressing Rural Issues

The Rural Maryland Council annually conducts a Rural Issues Survey to help the Council identify the concerns and
challenges faced in Rural Maryland. The information collected helps recognize trends and target certain planning
priorities for the coming year. The electronic survey was released in August 2020 to RMC members and stakeholders
in the quarterly online newsletter, RMC website, and through email marketing. The survey contained six questions,
the first 3 questions focused on demographics and the remaining 3 questions focused on rural issues. The survey
received 252 responses. Survey responders were asked to choose their top three priorities out of a response list
containing 15 concerns that best indicated the most important issues facing their community or field of interest. The
top three priorities were Broadband, Workforce/Economic Development, and Poverty.

1) 43% Encouraging providers to install last mile broadband (109 responders)
2) 40% Maintaining existing businesses and recruiting new employers with good paying jobs (101 responders)
3) 23% Dealing with the effects of poverty and providing assistance to low-income families (60 responders)
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Information Sessions with Volunteer Maryland and Maryland Heritage Areas

On January 28th, February 18th and February 25th, the RMC and Volunteer Maryland held two-hour long
information sessions about the programs and resources available, including RMC's Maryland Agricultural Education
and Rural Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) and Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF).
Volunteer Maryland shared information on their AmeriCorp service training program, and the Maryland Heritage
Area shared their grant information on projects in education/environment for qualifying organizations.

Managing For Results

Managing for Results (MFR) is a strategic planning, performance measurement, and budgeting process that
emphasizes use of resources to achieve measurable results, accountability, efficiency, and continuous improvement
in State government programs. The Council has been reporting MFRs annually since 2019 and measurements
include: amount of matching funds secured, number of RMC MFRs submitted to the Maryland Department of
Agriculture for FY2020.

Mardand Department of Agriculture

MFR Master Worksheet
Actual Actual Actual Actual Estimated
Performance Measures CODE 2016 2017 2018 2019 Actual 2020  Actual 2021 2022 Estimated 2023
IRMC
IRumI Fopulation NGO 1,720,585 1,742,147 1,687,624 1,750,097) N/ 1,787,141 1,741 6214 1,759,62
IRuraI per capila income MGOZ $31.783 333,736 334,887 Ny N $36,008] 3 34906004 S 35,296.01
I\:umbcr of grant applications received M603 571 135 177 175 174 14 164 16
Private sector dollars leveraged for rural
development projects MG04 $582,629 514,772,377 $17.870,18: 35,636,990 $12,557.907] 312,021,698 510,072,195 $11,550,594
Mumber of attendees al biennual Rural
[[Summit IMGOS M 35 b 389 NA 37 NA 37
ural unemployment rate MGG 6,607 N A 4.13% N 7.74% 6.26% 6.05% 6.68%
ate of breadband access in rural
mmunities® IMG0T 6. 008 81.00%¢ B1 00 B1.008¢ B1 00 B1.00% NA N.
Tealth care providers per IOO-K rural
population ME0E 471 4,407 NIAJ N/A N/ N/A NA NA
Mumber of people trained’servedreached
fhrough RMC grants* MG0D NI 6,90 12,35 18,755 44,161 1.683, 640 582,185 769,99
Mumber of loans made with RMC grants®* IM610 M i 1l 1 1 7 9
(Total RMC funds invested in capital items™*j{M611 Nl & 183,675 § 689276 § 1,1473894 § 6815925 8 51.368480** § 4777264 $ 5,987,023
[Fumber of research and Lools crealed and
fexcecuted through RMC grants™ Mi612 N i 9 41 &7 46 59

“Denotes most recent publicly accessible information. Multiple studies are underway to update figures, which is why estimates were not provided.

== Actual numbers may change as 23% of Grantees were approved extensions due to the COVID=19 pandemic and 4% are missing repons, and 3% were granted in midyear and final reports are net due until end of
the year.

***Denotes an unusally large match of $45M related to the Talbot County Department of Public Works, Mistletoe Hall Commerce - Business Park project. Estimated numbers did not include this large match.

Double Z Cowboy Corral Faulkner, MD. Pictured owner
Dr. Rachel Cezar-Martinez. Photo provided by Steam
Onward

Lead Maryland. Class XI

Strategic Planning

During September of FY2021, the RMC Strategic Plan was formally adopted by the Board. The purpose of the Plan is
to achieve the following set of goals in order to respond to the growing numbers of requests for help, and to
address ever-changing social and economic challenges in Maryland's rural communities.
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Goal 1 - Develop a plan for long-term financial sustainability.

Goal 2 - Encourage and facilitate active participation by RMC
members to a) extend RMC's reach and influence and b) groom
potential new board members.

Goal 3 - Make RMC more valuable to legislators and other key
stakeholders.

Goal 4 - Develop protocols for responding to new opportunities that
arise. The Council completed the goals laid out in the 2017-2020
strategic plan.

Goal 5 - Gather and analyze data on rural issues to identify trends

and needs. Goal

Attendees on zoom for Rural Maryland Day held on
Goal 6 - Create transition and emergency plans for the board and February 11, 2021.

the staff.

Rural Impact Awards

The Maryland Rural Impact Awards is an opportunity to annually recognize individuals and organizations that have
performed extraordinary acts of service to communities throughout rural Maryland and are subsidized into four
categories

The Rural Community Development Award was established to recognize a program, project or organization that
substantially improves the quality of life in at least one rural community. Award criteria includes the following: dedication
and creativity in providing community-oriented service; evidence of collaboration with relevant stakeholders to resolve
social problems; and the use of partnerships or leveraged resources to realize community achievement goals. This year's
recipient was Mr. Dave Wheelan

The Rural Volunteer Award was established to recognize leadership, dedication, and noteworthy volunteer achievement
beyond the call of one'’s professional duties to help improve their community. Award criteria includes the following:
distinctive volunteer efforts; understanding of community needs; positive contributions impacting the economic, health, or
wellbeing of their community; dedication to community; and overall leadership in community. This year's recipient was Mr.
Erroll Mattox Dave

The Rural Economic Development Award was established to recognize a program, project or organization that
successfully attracts, retains or creates jobs in at least one rural county. Award criteria includes the following: significance
of jobs attracted, retained or created in relation to a community’'s economic development objectives; noteworthy, creative,
or innovative techniques brought to bear on challenging economic development situations; and the use of partnerships
for leveraged resources in achieving business development goals. This year's recipient was The Greater Cumberland
Committee

The Rural Champion Award was established to recognize outstanding leadership and public service in promoting
legislation and/or policy solutions to benefit rural communities. Award criteria includes the following: demonstrated
wisdom and foresight in dealing with rural issues; exemplary leadership; ability to work with community members and
organizations to understand rural Maryland priorities; commitment to working with public servants to address rural
community needs; and overall dedication to serving constituents. This year's recipients were Senator Douglas }.J. Peters
and Senator Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.

Rural Impact Awardees from Left to Right: Erroll Mattox, Dave Wheelan, Jennifer Walsh for the Greater Cumberland Committee, Senator
Douglas |.J. Peters, and Senator Stephen S. Hershey, Jr.
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Advocating for Rural Communities

The Maryland General Assembly adjourned Sine Die on April 12, 2021 after final passage of the Fiscal Year 2022 Operating
Budget and bills concerning police reform, tenant evictions, COVID relief, broadband, telehealth, and telework. The Rural
Maryland Council (RMC) and their associated grant programs - the Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF) and
the Maryland Agricultural Education and the Rural Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) were fully funded and are
designated to receive $6,118,485 in Fiscal Year 2022. We thank Governor Larry Hogan, Senate President Bill Ferguson, and
House Speaker Adrienne Jones for their support.

RMC Budget Priorities Achieved Under House Broadband Highlights

Bill 588 and 589 Broadband expansion was a major component of the 2021

legislative session and received $300 million in funding,
which included $30 million for FY2021 rural broadband
projects and $15.2 million for FY2022 rural broadband
projects. Major broadband legislation passed as well,
including the codification of The Office of Statewide
Broadband, previously the Office of Rural Broadband, while
keeping the Rural Broadband Assistance Fund open for
federal funding (SB66/HB97 Sponsors: Senator Elfreth,
Delegate Lierman). Additionally, the establishment of joint
trenching in Maryland, which will allow broadband wires to
be installed along trenches underground (SB824/HB1328
Sponsors: Senator Hester, Delegate Feldmark). This new
legislation and funding for broadband will make a major
impact on efforts to close the digital divide and ensure that
all Marylanders have access to highspeed internet.

e RMC will receive $6 million in funding for the Rural
Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF).

e The Maryland Agricultural Education and Rural
Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) will
receive $118,485.

¢ The five Regional Councils were funded at
$200,000 each.

e The Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based
Industry Development Corporation (MARBIDCO)
will receive $2.735 million in FY22.

e The Next Generation Farmland Acquisition
Program received pre-authorization for $2.5
million annually from FY23 through FY27.

e $300 million of federal stimulus funding is
allocated to expanding access to broadband, and
$75 million for workforce training and
apprenticeships to enable the unemployed and
underemployed to obtain jobs

Rural Legislative Highlights

e The inclusion of an extra $200/student in the per pupil
foundation amount for education technology
(SB965/HB1372 Sponsors: Senate President Ferguson and
House Speaker Jones).

e The expansion of telehealth and audio only medical services
(SB3/HB123 Sponsors: Senator Melony Griffith, Delegate
Joseline Pena-Melnyk).

e The expansion of tax credits for preceptors in areas with health care workforce shortages (SB102/HB1252 Sponsors:
Senator Eckardt, Speaker Pro Tem Sample-Hughes).

e Establishment of the Maryland Behavioral Health and Public Safety Center of Excellence (SB857/HB1280 Sponsors:
Senators Hester and Smith, Delegate Pena-Melnyk).

¢ Altered the noticed requirement for the sale of mobile home parks from 5 to 30 days (SB474/HB384 Sponsors:
Senator Eckardt, Pro Tem Sample-Hughes).

e Established the Maryland Food System Resiliency to address food insecurity in the State (SB723/HB831 Sponsors:
Senator Hester, Delegate Charkoudian).

e Established a State goal of preserving 1,030,000 acres of productive agricultural land by 2030 (SB692/HB860
Sponsors: Senator Young, Delegate Gilchrist).
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Rural Maryland Day

Rural Maryland Day was celebrated virtually this year on February
11, 2021. The event provided an opportunity for over 100 rural
advocates to meet one-on-one with key legislators to discuss both
the strengths and challenges experienced living in rural Maryland.
Some of the key talking points for this year's Rural Maryland Day
included, health care, broadband, infrastructure, economic
development, the budget, and the Rural Maryland Prosperity
Investment Fund. The event concluded with a video message from
the Governor and the presentation of a digital proclamation.
Additional recognitions included a Department of Agriculture
Secretary’s Citation and both Senate and House of Delegates
resolutions recognizing the Council's 25th anniversary.

Maryland Day

Maryland Day is celebrated annually on March 25th, the anniversary
of the day The Ark and The Dove landed at St. Clement’s Island in
1634. Maryland Day has been celebrated since 1903, initially a day
recognized by the state’s Board of Education to learn about
Maryland's history. In 1916, the Maryland General Assembly first
recognized Maryland Day as a legal state holiday.

In recognition of Maryland farmers, watermen, and rural
communities, the Rural Maryland Council hosted a Grab & Go lunch
for Legislators on Maryland Day, Thursday, March 25, 2021, at
Lawyer’s Mall in Annapolis sponsored by the Maryland Broadband
Cooperative, the Rural Maryland Foundation and the Southern
Maryland Agriculture Development Commission. The bag lunch was
supplied by Caroline County's Chesapeake Culinary Center that
included locally produced foods as well as a sample of Chesapeake
Blue fishcakes.

The event concluded with statements by Lieutenant Governor Boyd
Rutherford, the Secretary of Maryland DNR Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio,
and RMC Chair John Hartline.

Photo Caption: Rural Maryland Council Chair John Hartline, with Lieutenant Governor Boyd
Rutherford and Secretary of Maryland Department of Natural Resources Jeanie Haddaway-
Riccio during Maryland Day, March 25, 2021, Photo Credit: Tom Nappi
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Jeannie Haddaway-Riccio, Maryland Department of
Natural Resources presenting Governor Larry Hogans
video to attendees for Rural Maryland Day

Legislative Highlights

EVENTS HELD

Virtual Legislative Lunch, 1/29
Virtual Rural Maryland Day 2/11
In-person Grab and Go lunch for
Maryland Day, 3/25

RURAL CAUCUS
MEETINGS
The Rural Caucus met on
February 11th and March 11th
to discuss issues facing
Maryland's Rural Communities
and Residents

LEGISLATIVE MEETINGS

The Legislative Committee
met this session to discuss
bills, testimonies and other
legislative matters throughout
the session

POSITION STATMENTS

Position statements submitted to
the legislators in support of bills

BILLS MONITORED

Total bills monitored
throughout the legislative
session



Maryland Rural Caucus

The Rural Maryland Council assists the Rural Caucus with the planning and hosting of their meetings. The Caucus met
twice during the 2021 legislative session. The first meeting occurred on February 11, 2021, during Rural Maryland Day.
The guest speakers were Drew Van Dopp, President and CEO and Tyler Patton, Senior Vice President of Public Affairs with
the Maryland Broadband Cooperative Inc. Also speaking was John Hartline, Executive Director of the Tri-County Council
of Southern Maryland. The second meeting occurred on March 11, 2021, with guest speaker the Honorable Wilbur
Levengood Jr., President of the Maryland Association of Counties. The Caucus also submitted a letter to Governor Hogan
in support of rural broadband funding.

Staying Connected

Due to the pandemic, many of our once in-person meetings were held
virtually. During the FY21 time period, the Council was able to meet
with many of our State's elected officials, as well as many other
insightful guests.

The RMC Executive Board held its first virtual meeting on Thursday,
July 9, 2020.0ur featured guest speaker was Ms. Anne C. Hazlett,
Senior Advisor for Rural Affairs, Office of National Drug Control Policy
Executive Office of the President. During the meeting, Hazlett shared
an overview of the rural addiction resources that are available to those i, O e e e Gl B e
struggling with addiction nationwide. Also, Mr. Kenrick Gordon, speaking to attendees at the virtual RMC Quarterly
Director of the Governor's Office of Rural Broadband spoke to our Executive Board meeting held on July 9, 2020.
attendees and shared a presentation on the Maryland Broadband
Education Network and how it is affecting unserved students in the
state. The meeting also featured updates on the RMC Board and
Committee activities.

Photo: Ms. Anne C. Hazlett, Senior Advisor for Rural

Our Winter Quarterly Executive Board meeting and Legislative
Luncheon were held on Friday, January 29, 2021, via Zoom. The
Honorable Ben Cardin, United States Senator was our featured guest
speaker. The Senator shared with attendees how President Biden's
Administration is working on addressing COVID-19 issues in
underserved communities in rural Maryland including effective
vaccine distribution, relief to families and small businesses, and
safely reopening schools. RMC active committee reports and
upcoming events for 2021 were also shared.

Photo: Screenshot of The Honorable Chris Van
Hollen, United States Senator speaking to attendees
at the RMC Spring Quarterly Executive Board

Our Spring Quarterly Executive Board meeting was held on Friday, meeting on April, 9 2021, on zoom

April 9, 2021 on Zoom. The Honorable Chris Van Hollen, United States
Senator was our featured guest speaker. The Senator shared an
overview of the broadband resources available to students learning
virtually or hybrid in rural areas. He also shared an update on the
COVID-19 Farmer CARES Act and the American Jobs bill. Also during
the meeting, RMC active committee reports and upcoming events

were shared. 7 i | i
L fg\l n
/ ‘\- Photo: Screenshot of The Honorable Ben Cardin,
/ United States Senator speaking to attendees at the

. ) X Winter Quarterly Executive Board Meeting and
Partners for Rural America Legislative Luncheon on

The RMC is proud to be a member of Partners for Rural America (PRA). PRA was founded in 1998 to support the efforts of
its member State Rural Development Councils (SRDCs), which are uniquely positioned to expand economic and social
opportunities for America's rural communities and their residents, promote equal treatment of rural America by
government agencies and the private sector and provide a collective voice for rural America. The PRA Board of Directors
typically meets monthly and hosts an annual in person meeting. Unfortunately, due to Covid, the Board was unable to
meet in 2020.

9



Maryland Agriculture Education Rural Development Assistance Fund

Overview

The Maryland Agriculture Education and Rural
Development Assistance Fund (MAERDAF) grant funding
provides capacity-building funds to rural nonprofit
service providers. The MAERDAF program is funded
through the state of Maryland’s Annual Operating
Budget. In Fiscal Year 2021, the MAERDAF budget line
item received $158,650 (PCA 39101) in their line-item
appropriations and $487,704 from RMPIF (PCA 38101),

A total of 40 MAERDAF grants were awarded to rural-serving
organizations, and 4 of these organizations declined the award
due to reduced funding and COVID related impacts. Out of
remaining 36 grantees, 13 of these organizations were either
fully funded or partially funded through the MAERDAF funds
appropriated through a separate line-item in the State's
operating budget and the remaining 23 organizations were
allocated funding from the RMPIF grant program. Grant award

totaling $646,354. Due to the high demand the Grant
Review Board approved an allocation of $669,015 and
$158,316 for a total of $827,331 in MAERDAF

Fiscal Year 2021 Grant Review Board

Mindie Burgoyne, Senior Regional Business
Development Representative, Commerce

Karen Fedor, Senior Agricultural Marketing Specialist,
Maryland Department of Agriculture

Dan Rider, Forest Stewardship & Utilization Program
Manager, Maryland Department of Natural Resource
Forest Service

Sara Seitz, Director, State Office of Rural Health
Dona Sorce, Project Manager, Division of
Neighborhood Revitalization, Maryland Department of
Housing and Community Development

Helen Wernecke, Rural Maryland Chair Designee

funds were distributed in two disbursements per request of
the Department of Budget and Management due to the State
budget freeze. The first disbursement contained 93.345% of
the grant award and was distributed to grantees in the 2nd
an